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Summer is slipping toward September, leaving us with fleeting memories of beach
reads and vacation movies. So here's a lasting vestige of Hollywood you can live
with -- the retro style dubbed Hollywood Regency.

Bring on the glam. Mirrors and marble, gilt and mahogany, ebony and black
lacquer. Hollywood Regency may be retro, but it isn't mid-century minimal.

Regency style describes furniture
fashionable when George, Prince of
Wales, was Regent, from 1811 to 1820.
Classical and Egyptian motifs were
used, but not with the lavishness of
some French Empire furnishings.
Regency corresponds roughly to
Empire style in France, Federal in the
United States and Biedermeier in
Germany.

Hollywood Regency? Well, that's the
20th-century version as only California
does things. Think over-the-top with
glitz and glamour, movie stars in long
gowns trailing white mink coats,
Duesenberg roadsters and interior
designer Dorothy Draper, the most
famous decorator in America from the
'30s to the '60s.
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Wearstler also designs for Lee Jofa fabrics, The Rug Company, Pickard china and
Schumacher.

Peter Whitten, senior designer for Kittle's Studio, cites Wearstler as visionary, and
House Beautiful has honored her as one of its best designers. Town & Country
named her a style leader in 2010, and Modern Bride calls her a top 25 trendsetter.

Todd Warweg, owner of the vintage furniture store Meridian, says
Hoosiers are investing in authentic Hollywood Regency furnishings.

"The rest of the country's been in Hollywood Regency for the last 10 or 15 years and
I'm seeing it here slowly," says Warweg.

He defines Hollywood Regency as elegant and "what was for sale for 1960s
mansions, modern with a touch of castle, kind of tied to Empire."

Less expensive interpretations are available from Target to West Elm to Tuesday
Morning.

Elements to look for include:

» Lacquer in glossy bright colors, especially coral.

» Luxe fabrics like silk lampshade and sculpted carpets.

» Original classics by Dorothy Draper or William Haines.

» Lighter scale with graceful legs and less heft.

Hollywood Regency makes a statement that
evokes glamour

Furniture in the Dorothy Draper Collection, named for
the famous decorator, hearkens to Hollywood's heyday.
- Photos provided by Kindel Furniture

ABOUT SALLY FALK NANCREDE

Veteran journalist Sally Falk
Nancrede loves home fashion
whether it’s funky or fine, traditional
or mod as long as it speaks to the
heart.

Antiques and historic preservation
hold special meaning to this Indiana native who lives in
a 100-year-old former St. Margaret’s Guild Decorators’
Show House.

With bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Indiana
University, she has covered furniture markets from
Chicago to High Point, Dallas to Milan, Italy, and has
received numerous national and local awards for her
home furnishings coverage.

Comment, blog & share photos
Log in | Become a member

Get IndyStar on the go
iPhone app & edition | Mobile site | Text alerts | Twitter

Posted: August 14, 2010

Comments (0) Recommend E-mail Print A     A

1  | 2

ZOOM

BOOKS CELEBRATIONS FAITH FASHION FOOD & DRINK HEALTH & FITNESS HOME & GARDEN LOCALS ON LIVING PEOPLE PUZZLES TRAVEL

Find what you are looking for ...

Star Media:   Select a site  |  Other formats Find it fast: Jobs Cars Homes Apartments Dating Buy & sell

http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://gannett.gcion.com/adlink/5111/155851/0/13/AdId=277041;BnId=4;itime=315850393;key=indystarHollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour;nodecode=yes;link=http://www.gannettonline.com/external/scripts/momslikeme/?siteid=5588
http://www.indystar.com/
http://www.indystar.com/news
http://www.indystar.com/communities
http://www.indystar.com/business
http://www.indystar.com/sports
http://www.indystar.com/lifestyle
http://www.indystar.com/entertainment
http://www.indystar.com/opinion
http://www.indystar.com/obituaries
http://www.indystar.com/help
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Login',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Login%22%5D',%20350,%20175,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZnJlc2giXSA9IDI7Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIkxvZ2luIl0gPSAxO3dpbmRvdy5zZXRUaW1lb3V0KCJHRE4uU2V0Rm9jdXMoJ1VBV2lkZ2V0LUxvZ2luJykiLCA1MDApOw==');
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Registration',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Reg%22%5D',%20((gdn_enable_reg_help)%20?%20540%20:%20350),%20500,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZyJdID0gMTt3aW5kb3cuc2V0VGltZW91dCgiR0ROLlNldEZvY3VzKCdVQVdpZGdldC1SZWdpc3RyYXRpb24nKSIsIDUwMCk7');
http://www.indystar.com/iphone
http://iphone.indystar.com/
http://m.indystar.com/
http://www.indystar.com/mobile
http://www.indystar.com/twitter
http://www.indystar.com/comments/article/20100814/LIVING28/8140312/Hollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour
javascript:%20gsl.Recommend('article',%20'20100814.indystar.BG8140312.article.LIVING28',0)
javascript:NewWindow(400,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/article?template=Xsendmailpopup2&GPUBDATE=201008140245&GCATID=LIVING28&GARTNO=8140312&GTITLE=Hollywood%20Regency%20makes%20a%20statement%20that%20evokes%20glamour');
javascript:void(null);
http://www.indystar.com/article/20100814/LIVING28/8140312/1366/LIVING28/Hollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour#
javascript:fontSize('down');
javascript:fontSize(0);
javascript:fontSize(1);
javascript:fontSize(2);
javascript:fontSize(3);
javascript:fontSize('up');
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.indystar.com/books
http://www.indystar.com/celebrations
http://www.indystar.com/faith
http://www.indystar.com/shopandfashion
http://www.indystar.com/foodanddrink
http://www.indystar.com/health
http://www.indystar.com/home
http://www.indystar.com/localsonliving
http://www.indystar.com/people
http://www.indystar.com/puzzles
http://www.indystar.com/travel
http://www.indystar.com/article/20100814/LIVING28/8140312/1366/LIVING28/Hollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour#
http://www.indystar.com/article/20100814/LIVING28/8140312/1366/LIVING28/Hollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour#
http://www.indystar.com/jobs
http://www.indystar.com/cars
http://www.indystar.com/homes
http://www.indystar.com/apartments
http://www.indystar.com/dating
http://www2.indystar.com/newclass/front/?odyssey=navgo4_buysell


8/20/10 10:51 AMHollywood Regency makes a statement that evokes glamour | IndyStar.com | The Indianapolis Star

Page 2 of 3http://www.indystar.com/article/20100814/LIVING28/8140312/1366/LIVING28/Hollywood-Regency-makes-a-statement-that-evokes-glamour

Despite what at least one blogger
declared a couple of years ago,
Hollywood Regency is not dead. Just
check out the 30 pages of Hollywood
Regency furnishings on eBay.

Iconic Dorothy Draper designs are
being reproduced by Kindel Furniture.
Dramatic style was her hallmark,

especially cabbage-rose chintzes and neo-baroque elements. The Kindel collection
(done with designer Carlton Varney, owner of Dorothy Draper and Co. in New
York) is a blend of glamour, current lifestyles and a wink to the past.

California designer Kelly Wearstler reigns as queen of Hollywood Regency.
Described as a "fanciful wild-child," Wearstler is best known for her exuberant
interiors. Her designs are anything but minimal: full of color, enchanting,
spontaneously charming.

Wearstler recently introduced a new line with Sferra. It includes bed linens,
cashmere throws, pillows and decorative accessories. She tells consumers to dress
your bed by mixing bedding just like you do clothes. That way your bed is as
original and surprising as you are.

» Crystal chandeliers.

» An eclectic mix of luxury items.

Enjoy a little Hollywood in Hoosierland.
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Designer Kelly Wearstler's bed linens for Sferra let you
clothe your bed in style. - Photo provided by Kelly
Wearstler Inc.

A latticework screen is a bold backdrop for the Dorothy
Draper sea glass sofa. - Photo provided by Kindel
Furniture Company
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Furniture in
the Dorothy
Draper
Collection,
named for the
famous
decorator,
hearkens to
Hollywood's
heyday.
(Photos
provided by
Kindel
Furniture)

E-mail this to
a friend

©2010
IndyStar.com.
All rights
reserved.

http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&IDato=20100814&IKategori=LIVING28&ID=8140312&Category=LIVING28&GPUBDATE=20100814&GCATID=LIVING28&GARTNO=8140312&GTITLE=Hollywood%20Regency%20makes%20a%20statement%20that%20evokes%20glamour#
http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&IDato=20100814&IKategori=LIVING28&ID=8140312&Category=LIVING28&GPUBDATE=20100814&GCATID=LIVING28&GARTNO=8140312&GTITLE=Hollywood%20Regency%20makes%20a%20statement%20that%20evokes%20glamour#


8/20/10 10:54 AMPhoto | The Indianapolis Star

Page 1 of 1http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&Site…ld%20backdrop%20for%20the%20Dorothy%20Draper%20sea%20glass%20sofa.

BUY PHOTO

August 14, 2010

A latticework screen is a bold backdrop for the
Dorothy Draper sea glass sofa.
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